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TOWN  OF  CALMAR 


1 . LOCATION 

Section  25-49-27-W4.  This  location  is  26  miles  southwest  of  Edmonton 
on  Highway  No.  39,  and  on  a branch  line  of  the  C.P.R.  Lacombe  to  Edmonton. 


2.  ALTITUDE 

3294  feet 


Latitude  53/16 


Longitude  113/49 


3.  TEMPERATURE 


Average  Summer 

58.3°  F. 

Average  Winter 

9.87°  F. 

Average  Annual 

35.8°  F. 

PRECIPITATION 

Average  Annual  Rainfall 

12.98  inches 

Average  Annual  Snowfall 

52.9  inches 

Average  Annual  Precipitation 

18.27  inches 

(Note  — Sections  No.  3 and  No.  4 are  taken  from  the  weather  station 
at  Calmar.) 


5.  GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  the  Calmar  area  are  sand- 
stones and  sandy  shales  which  were  deposited  in  the  large  fresh  water  lakes 
that  covered  the  region  in  an  age  which  is  termed  “Upper  Cretaceous”  by 
the  geological  time  scale.  These  sedements,  which  are  named  the  “Edmonton 
Formation”  are  coal  bearing.  They  are  the  source  of  coal  in  such  centres 
as  Edmonton  and  Drumheller.  Further  interest  has  been  taken  in  these  beds 
because  they  are  one  of  the  horizons  of  Alberta  in  which  the  fossil  remains 
of  dinosaurs  are  found. 


6.  SOIL 

Calmar  lies  in  the  black  soil  zone. 

Vegetation  — Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodlands 
(mainly  deciduous  trees)  often  referred  to  as  a parkland. 

Soil  Profile  — The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  a very  dark  brown 
surface  horizon  that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact 
sub  horizon  is  brown  to  dark  brown,  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually  found 
at  24  to  40  inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility  — Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and 
they  have,  in  the  surface  foot  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and  organic 
matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil.  Every  precau- 
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tion  should  be  taken  to  see  that  they  are  not  allowed  to  deteriorate.  The  use 
of  fertilizer  to  replenish  the  supply  of  available  nitrogen  and  phosphorus  is 
usually  a good  investment. 

Land  use  — A high  pecentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Wheat  of  fairly 
good  quality  can  be  grown,  but  mixed  farming,  including  the  use  of  crop 
rotations  and  fertilizers  is  desirable  from  the  standpoint  of  both  profit  and 
permanence. 


7.  HISTORY 

Calmar  was  named  after  the  birthplace  of  the  first  Postmaster:  Mr. 
C.  J.  Blonquist,  who  came  from  Kalmar,  Sweden  before  1895.  He  established 
mail  service  in  1895  at  the  first  Calmar  Post  Office,  one  mile  north  and  one-half 
mile  west  of  the  present  town  site. 

Joe  Hoffman  was  the  first  trader,  and  established  business  at  the 
present  town  site. 

Although  the  earliest  settlers  were  predominately  of  Scandinavian  origin, 
the  present  population  is  mostly  of  Ukrainian  origin,  but  there  is  a fair  mixture 
of  others. 


8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Calmar  is  situated  28  miles  southwest  of  Edmonton  on  hard  surface 
Highway  No.  39,  14  miles  to  administration  building  of  New  International 
Airport. 


Modern  Attractive  Homes  Brighten  Colmar's  Residential  District 
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Very  few  houses  are  available  for  rent,  but  there  are  quite  a number 
of  good  lots  available  for  building.  Some  are  town  owned,  but  mostly  privately 
owned,  but  are  of  reasonable  priee. 

Main  street  is  hard  surfaeed,  all  other  streets  are  gravelled  and  most 
lanes  are  gravelled.  Concrete  sidewalks  service  most  of  the  town. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two-year  term  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies 
set  by  the  council. 


10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

Calmar  has  one  town  constable  and  a Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Building  must  conform  to  National  Building  Code  standards. 

Electrical  and  Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  Provincial  Regu- 
lations. 


11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  15  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  — One  modem  fully  equipped— 500  GPM  pumper  with 
500  gallon  tank;  4— portable  pumps;  1000  feet  of  2/2-inch  hose;  1500  feet  of  1/2- 
inch  hose;  boots,  coats,  axes,  crowbars,  nozzles,  ladders,  gas  masks,  etc. 

Water  Supply  — Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 
40,000  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  18  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located 
throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1964 

Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  value 

$ 95,650 

Improvements  60%  of  value 

711,660 

Business  at  36  mills 

83,870 

Power 

11,210 

Pipelines 

14,265 

Total  Assessment 

$916,655 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 

Mill  Rate  23  34  7 64  mills 


13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town  — 203.5  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  — 15.1  acres. 
Streets,  roads  and  lanes  — 28  acres. 
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Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 


Asphalt  Gravel 

Improved 

Earth 

Other 

Total 

Provincial  Main 

.65 

.65 

Streets  and  Roads 

.39  1.96 

1.07 

.85 

4.27 

Lanes 

.50 

.92 

.32 

1.74 

Total  Miles 

6.66 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  — nil  miles. 

Sanitary  Sewers  — 4.4  miles. 

Water  Mains  — 4.0  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Tliree  phase  60  eycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise 
by  Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

Available  only  for  lighting,  cooking,  domestic  power,  and  other  ordinary 
uses  in  private  houses  and  individual  apartments,  used  exclusively  for  resi- 
dential purposes. 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  — $2.60  gross  minimum,  subject 
to  a prompt  payment  discount  of  30c,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  — VAc  net  per  KWH. 

The  above  rate  applies  where  the  consumers  demand  does  not  exceed  5 
Kilowatts.  Where  the  demand  exceeds  5 KW,  an  additional  monthly  charge 
of  50c  per  KW  of  such  excess  may  be  made. 

Reconnecton  charge  — Twice  the  net  minimum. 

Commercial  Rates 

Applicable  where  other  rates  listed  do  not  apply. 

Demand  charge  — $1.00  per  month  per  KVA  (or  fraction  thereof)  of 
demand. 

Energy  charge  — First  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand 
5c  per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  demand  I/2C  per  KWH. 
“Demand”,  means  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery,  expressed 
in  kilovolt-ampers  (KVA),  during  the  previous  12  months;  and  in  no  case 
less  than  1 KVA.  The  company  may  estimate  the  demand  by  test  or  from 
the  consumer’s  connected  load.  Normally  the  demand  is  measured  and  billed 
in  Kilowatts.  In  low  power  factor  service  the  demand  may,  at  the  com- 
pany’s option,  be  measured  in  KVA. 

The  above  are  net  rates  applicable  on  accounts  paid  within  10  days  of 
the  date  rendered.  Net  bills  will  be  increased  by  approximately  5%,  and 
not  less  than  30c  per  month,  after  discount  date. 
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Minimum  Deposit  — Twice  the  minimum  charge,  or  at  the  company’s 
option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  — Twice  the  net  minimum. 

Power  Rates 

Available  only  for  three  phase  motors  or  x-ray  apparatus,  welding  trans- 
formers, etc.,  of  aggregate  rated  capacity  3 h.p.  or  KVA  and  over. 

Demand  Charge  — $1.00  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  one  motor 
horsepower  being  taken  as  one  KVA. 

Energy  Charge  — First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation 
5c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  — 3%c 
per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  used  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  — 
l%c  per  KWH. 

The  company  may,  at  its  option,  bill  the  account  on  the  maximum 
measured  KVA  demand  in  the  previous  months. 

Discount  — 10%  of  the  even  dollars  of  the  account  when  paid  in  full 
within  10  days  of  the  date  rendered. 

Minimum  Charge  — $3.30  gross  per  month,  or  the  demand  charge  if 
greater. 

Minimum  Deposit  — $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$10.00  or,  at  the  company’s  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  — Twice  the  net  minimum. 
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16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  pumped  into  a 40,000  gallon  elevated 
tower  and  then  into  the  water  mains. 

Rates 

Business  places  metered  — rate  sliding  scale. 

Residential  — flat  rate  $4.50  per  month  — $1.50  per 

Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids 
Ignition  Loss 
Hardness 
Sulphates 
Alkalinity 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Bicarbonate  of  Soda. 

Nitrites 
Nitrates 
Iron 

Fluorine 

Remarks:  This  water  is  chemically  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Franchise  with  Plains  Western  Gas  and  Electric  Company. 

18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  — 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100-lb.  cylinders. 

Bulk- 

Storage  capacity— 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 
Winter  grade— 

Summer  grade— 

Storage  capacity— 

20.  COAL 

21.  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  straw,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  dairy  products, 
poultry  products,  oil,  gas,  sand,  gravel,  honey  and  coal. 


• month  for  sewer. 

Parts  per  Million 

996 
66 
20 
178 
575 

nil 
nil 

.2 

.44 
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22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 


Federal- 

Post  Office. 

Provincial- 

Alberta  Government  Telephones. 
Municipal- 

Town  Hall  and  Fire  Hall. 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  town.  Nearest  hospital  at  Leduc,  10  miles 
east  on  black  top  road;  and  a hospital  at  Devon  10  miles  in  distance,  which 
is  3 miles  east  and  7 miles  north. 

The  Leduc-Strathcona  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  providing  the  following 
services:  Immunization  of  all  school  and  pre-school  children;  examination  of  all 
persons  residing  in  the  Health  Unit  district;  pre-natal  and  post-natal  care; 
inspection  of  water  and  food  supplies,  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection. 

Other  Health  Services  — Doctor,  office,  3 times  per  week,  but  would 
like  to  have  a full-time  doctor. 


The  Main  S^reet  and  Business  District 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 


(Excluding  Health  Services) 


Type  of  Service 


No.  of  Estabishment 


Real  Estate 
Notary  Public 
Barristers  calling 


every  second  week 


1 

1 


Music  Teacher  — Guitar,  Accordion  and  Piano. 
Barbers 


1 


Beauty  Parlors  2 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  branch  line  Lacombe  to  Edmonton  via  Calmar 
—daily  service. 

Buses  daily  — 2 times. 

Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton  and  return. 

26.  NEWSPAPER 

Daily  Edmonton  Journal. 

Weekly  Leduc  Representative. 

Calgary  Albertan  — received  daily. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph,  Alberta  Government  Telephones. 

Post  Office. 

Nearest  radio  stations  — Edmonton  (CJCA,  CFRN,  CHED,  CBX,  CHFA, 


CKUA). 


Nearest  television  stations  — Edmonton  (CFRN-TV,  CBXT-TV). 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal. 

29.  HOTELS 


Calmar  Hotel 


No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Licensed 

20  $2.00  up  yes 


30.  MOTELS 


Nil. 

Trailer  Courts  - Nil. 


31.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 


Masonic  at  Leduc;  Lions;  Royal  Canadian  Legion;  Ladies’  Curling  Club; 
Swedish  Lodge  Vasa  Order  of  Ameriea;  Chamber  of  Commeree;  Women’s 
Institute. 


32.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Jimior  Red  Cross;  Curling  Association;  Church  Organizations. 


33.  CHURCHES 

United,  Jehovah  Witness,  Russian  Orthodox,  Roman  Catholie,  Ukrainian 
Greek  Catholie,  Greek  Orthodox,  Lutheran,  Penteeostal. 


34.  EDUCATION 


Calmar  School  District  No.  459  is  a unit  of  the  County  of  Leduc  No.  25. 
Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjeets:  com- 
mercial, industrial  art,  home  economies,  and  shop.  The  school  population  is 
made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

14 

336 

Junior  High 

7 - 9 

7 

163 

High 

10  - 12 

5 

133 

Calmar  Schools  Provide  Up-to-dafe  Education  Facilities 
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35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Theatre  (closed) 

Capacity 

300 

Stage 

yes 

Piano 

no 

Ukrainian  National  Home 

300 

yes 

yes 

Royal  Canadian  Legion  Hall 

200 

no 

no 

Scout  Hall 

100 

no 

no 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

Band,  Ukrainian  Catholic  Church  Young  People  have 

dancing 

club. 

and  glee  club. 

Swedish  Lodge  Children’s  Club  — folk  dancing. 

Scandinavian 

songs. 


37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  — Cubs,  Army  Cadets,  Sea  Cadets,  Scouts. 
Girls  — Hi-C,  Explorers,  Lutheran  League. 


38.  SPORTS  AND  RECREATION 

Hockey  (senior  and  pee  wee),  baseball  (senior,  junior,  pony  and  pee 
wee),  girls  fastball,  curling,  basketball,  badminton,  golf. 

Facilities  — Open  air  skating  rink  for  skating  and  hockey,  curling  rink 
(four  sheets  of  artificial  ice,  and  modern  club  rooms),  ball  park  (two  diamonds), 
school  grounds  (swings  and  other  entertainment  for  the  younger  children),  two 
golf  courses  in  close  proximity. 

Camp  and  picnic  grounds  with  running  water  and  rest  rooms  ( in  town ) . 
Town  park  (under  construction). 

Wizard  Lake  Jubilee  Park  for  camping,  boating,  fishing  and  water  sports. 

North  Saskatchewan  River  (five  miles  north)  for  fishing,  boating  and 
river  sports.  Upland  bird  hunting,  water  fowl. 

Pony  ranch  ( Timbertiail  Ranch)  pony  rides,  etc.,  close  to  Wizard  Lake. 

39.  FAIRS 

Annual  Sports  Day  — held  on  Farmers’  Day. 

Ball  Tournaments. 

4C.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Imperial  Oil  No.  1 Discovery  Well  to  the  north. 

Discovery  Well  Texaco  (Calmar  West). 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Grain  Growers,  Alberta  Co-op  Association,  Alberta  Poultry 
Marketers. 
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42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Alberta  Poultry 

Marketers  1 

Bakery  1 

Bank  1 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Billiard  Hall  1 

Blacksmith  2 

Bulk  Oil  Dealers  3 

Cafe  or  Coffee  Shop  3 

Clothing  3 

Creamery  1 

Construction  Contractors  1 

Children’s  Wear  1 

Drug  Store  1 

Feed  Mill  1 
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Garages  4 

Grain  Elevators  4 

Grocery  Stores  3 

Hardware  Stores  1 

Hotel  1 

Implement  Agency 

and  Parts  1 

Insurance  Agencies  1 

Lumber  Yards  1 

Meat  Markets  2 

Shoe  Repairs  1 

Spray  Units  1 

Welders  (portable)  2 

Variety  Stores  1 
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1 

2 
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Stores  are  closed  on  Wednesday  afternoons.  On  other  days  stores  close 
at  6:00  p.m.  each  day;  with  late  shopping  Fridays  until  9:00  p.m. 


43.  SITES 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 


45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  — 6 miles. 

West  — 5 miles. 

South  — 10  miles. 

East  — 5 miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  — 4,000. 
Town  Population,  1961  Dominion  Census  — 700. 

Calmar  — Gateway  to  the  West. 
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